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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2i To give personal service. 

oF To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes it title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 

The Seagulls — a young Toc H Group 
ran a playscheme in Jersey for some 30 
children — some of them mentally 
handicapped. Here's one lad who enjoys 
his painting! 
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Personal View 


THE DEBATE GOES ON 


n Halloween, you are reading them lon 
So it may be the right time to reflec 
owing your discussions on the 
f what you have said is w 


8 after the 
i in Seneraj 
Resourgee 
arming and 


| am writing these notes © 


Though t Central Council. 


vember debate a A ar 
as on the letters you have w SN eh 3 
tape sent to all Branches in August. 
encouraging: some of it is worrying. 


E nA 1s of thie deep concern We all have that Toc H sho 
My first impr 


A uine feeling that it embodies ho vada even though We 
continue — the gen learly what those values are. Many Branches and Districts hat 
cannot always express € vening to their discussion of the tape, and the great majorit 
devoted more than oa i thoughtful and constructive: all of them show your concern 
of your letters have | ee that most of us -- not all of us! — were relieved at being 

Secondly, Yi m at being given a way to express our concerns, | hae 
eae? a phrases that show, for example, doubts about the value of H 
repeate 
ca Se Aa n about the r 


ole of field staff. Your letters confirm the fear that 
communication within the Movemen 


t is so poor that quite se ats about how the 
e i Branches — still less lone member 
Movement runs are just ub ee Tt i no ot kate roe received AM 
Sey on aan and the care with which most of them were written all 
Ae a a Beth zamest. I hope that it's not too late to mend our 
ng AA the General Secretary will set out for us in January 's Point Three 
the role of paid staff in Toc H as the present Personnel Committee see it. 
Much could be said on all this but I want to devote what space I have left to 
what seems to me a quite fundamental issue raised by implication in your letters, 
Underlying your comments, I think | detect two completely different ideas of what 
ru cu view is our traditional concept of ‘Family’. This sees Toc H as a national 
. indeed an international — Movement whose members care for cach other, trust one 
another, use their varying talents to the full to help the whole family move forward 
and instinctively spring to each other’s defence, however physically separated they 
may be by distance, looks, habits, abilities. The bond uniting this family is a shared 
faith and purpose — the purpose summarized by the CEC in their 1980 document ‘The 
Way Forward’. True that shared faith is expressed locally and personally in countless 
acts of neighbourliness and care. But the common bond holds us all together. This 
family concept demands a head, or centre, and a network of nerves, cammunications, 
so that we all know what we are about and are sensitive to each other’s needs. Thus, to 
a Marksman in Manchester, a lone member in the Shetlands or a small Branch in the 
Channel Islands is important because they are all part of the family and responsible for 
each other. If any part of the Movement has problems, this is as much my concern and 
your concern as the jobs we are doing in our awn Branches. This idea is hard to 
explain to anyone outside the Movement but so far it has always been known and 
understood within it. It is this family concept which has enabled us in the past and 
can help us in the future to be the forward looking, pioneering Movement that most of 
us want to see -- a Movement constantly reaching out to find and meet new needs. 
The other view of Toc H is quite different. It secs us simply as a random 
rade” of local groups and isolated members of staff, each ‘doing his own thing’ 
Would pi ge as m e sy for al the rest, OF course, fe os 
attitudes to this dehate % a ii this idea seems to me [o underlying m 
as expressed in comments I have seen and heard. | a! 
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A Playscheme 


Last August, a group of young people 
from various parts of the country, met 
together in North Yorkshire at Catterick 
Garrison. The purpose: their first Toc II 
playscheme. For two weeks, we joined 
the army and enlisted 100 junior recruits 
aged between six and 12 years. 

For practical purposes, we 
operated with ten ‘regiments’, named by 
the members of each particular group: 
The Gumby Gang; The Thunderbolts: 
The Funny Gang; Carol’s and Philip’s 
Angels; The Flintstones: The Tomato 
Ketchups; The Sausage Men; The Birds 
of Prey; The Grumbleweeds and the 
Dumbos. Each ‘unit’ operated under the 
watchful eye of a ‘Commander-in-Chicf’, 
with the additional help of a daily 
volunteer whenever possible. 

Our activities were based on the 
Army Education Centre, where we were 
given the use of the whole of the ground 
floor. Meanwhile, the Staff continued to 
operate on the first floor, and bravely 
endeavoured to carry on as normal. As 
you can imagine from the following 
description of our daily routine, this 
was not an easy task. 

At 9.30, the first bus of young 
recruits arrived, followed soon after by 
the second. Almost immediately, there 
was a rush to deposit lunch boxes in the 
building — top priority given to finding 
a place which allowed easy access during 
the morning! And so to work, or should 
I say play? 

‘Grumbleweeds a spot of outdoor 
sport and games! Dumbos had better join 
forces with them, to ensure some healthy 
competition! Angels and Flintstones need 
to assemble their ranks and await the 
arrival of Gunner Graham in the mini-bus. 
He will drive you to the local Fire Station 
for a conducted tour! Art and Craft! 
Woodland Walk! Coronation (Street) 


Park! Everyone to their posts!” At last 
we have a semblance of order. 

The ‘Commanders-in-Chief have 
time for a guick bite between 12.30 and 
1.30 times inelusive of preparation, 
washing up and travelling back to the 
base. Meanwhile the young recruits 
have consumed their lunches in double 
fast time — or should I say they have 
consumed what remains of their lunches! 
They are involved in various spontaneous 
games under the supervision of one of 
the local padres, and his team of 
volunteers. 

After a run through of the 
afternoon activities, every one is ready to 
assemble. Tomato Ketchups and Sausage 
Men will require transport to the Garrison 
swimming pool! The Gumby Gang and 
Funny Gang are scheduled to visit the 
local police station, and they must 
contain their ranks until the mini-bus 
returns! The Thunderbolts, The Birds of 
Prey, The Angels and the Flintstones can 
collect the rounders, cricket and football 
equipment and head for the sports field! 
A word of warning - there mav be an 
attempt to conduct army Manoeuvres 
during the games. Hold your positions in 
the centre of the field, and encourage the 
Soldiers to retreat to a rear position. 
Dumbos and Grumbleweeds can have a 
quieter afternoon at the local 
playground!’ 

At 4.00, the young recruits are 
safely seated on the coaches which will 
transport them home. A sudden quiet 
comes over the building, but not for long. 
After a clean-up, cuppa and evening meal, 
the volunteers begin to come to life, 
Arrangements for the evening are by no 
means straightforward. 


‘Firs? 
by Carol Witts 


~ 


Photos: Larry Wi mot (Leeds) 


‘After speaking to the TWO, who 
suggested I contacted the MPT, it seems 
likely that we will be able to visit the 
VLS, and if we are assembled by 20.00 
hours on the dot, we can speak with the 
SAB. Hopefully, he will vouch for your 
worthiness to the BCM.’ All that just to 
get into the Social Club! All abbreviations 
are purely fictitious, and any resemblance: 
to actual people or places within the 
Army, is purely coincidental! With the 
exception of the Guard Room Barrier 
that is — no one can doubt that the 
barrier and the guards on duty were very 
real. 

But, all good things must come to 
an end. On 28 August, the volunteers 
waved goodbye to the children for the 
last time. Some of the children couldn’t 
fight off the tears — most of the 
volunteers did, although not too 
convincingly in some cases. Later that 
evening and again the following morning, 
it was time for the volunteers to go their 
separate ways. What had been a group 
of strangers less than two weeks ago, was 
now a closely knit group of friends. 

As is customary in these 
circumstances, thanks are due to 
everyone concerned. To name individuals 
would be impossible as well as foolish — 
the list is endless. But, to the volunteers 
a big thank you — without them it would 
not have been possible. To Darlington 
District for their help and support — in 
whatever way, and by whoever it was 
given. To the Army, not only for their 
backing throughout the scheme, but also 
for opening their doors to us. 

Toc H volunteers joined the Army 
in this country, for the first time in 1981. 
Let's hope it wasn’t for the last. 
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In Brief... 


@ We have just seen the latest newsletter 
from Tubby’s Poperinge Group’. With 
eight new members, the Group is still 
growing and now has three jobmasters. 
Most of their work is with old people but 
they keep regular links with Toc H in this 
country and always try to join up with 
parties visiting the Old House. Then in 
September they organised a barbecue in 
the Talbot House garden. inviting the 
English party staying there: they had a 
great time together, finishing with a camp 
fire and locai folk music. The Group 
even improved its funds that evening 
with sales and a lottery. 


@ Despite heavy rain and thunderstorms, 
Holywell volunteer Kenneth Williams 
managed to raise £100 for a mental 
hospital through a concert in October. It 
was Kenneth’s idea to organise the 
concert after attending a crazy panto for 
patients at Coed Du hospital last January. 
He did the whole show himself, fixing the 
artists, arranging the publicity and 
running the raffle. During last summer, 
he took part in projects for Toc H in 
Rhyl and Saughall and signed on for 
several weekend projects and conferences. 
He has also recruited 20 people from 
Holywell High School to form a Toc H 
action group in the town, further 
strengthening the Movement’s three year 
relationship with the school. Such 
activity provides one answer for those 
who doubt the value of involving young 
people in projects work. 


@ Toc H was well represented in the 
1981 ‘Great North Run’, which saw over 
12,000 runners tackle the 13 mile course 
from Newcastle to South Shields. The 
youngest competitor was only seven years 
old, and one 17 year old finished the 
course with his leg in plaster. Toc H 
runners were more orthodox! Three men 
raised £80.61 for Sunderland Branch, and 
one man and six boys raised £70 for the 
Toc H caravans. Next year the District 
hopes for a bigger turn out still, and will 
aim to double sponsorship. 


@ Just as we were going to press, we 
heard of Alloa (Clackmannanshire) Joint 
Branch’s latest effort. They entertained 
a large number of senior citizens and 
handicapped people to a free concert in 
the town hall. GWBB2 (an Edinburgh 
based, international show band made up 
of five different nationalities and 
committed to a policy of community 
service) gave a full two hour programme 
of varied popular music. The applause 
was so enthusiastic that the Branch has 
booked the band for a repeat 


performance in the spring. 
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v) ) Joint Branch 


dford-on-Sea (Hants) 29 "bi 
Son ie latest contribution © me 
A a Dat to 
a party 1 4 

a a aa of a local disabled pale 
club. With the help of Pees ar 
New Milton Branches, 4 vir’ 
served to the visitors. The ar p TAn 
including entertainment by Mrs , 


accompanied by Mr Mumby, was 4 great 


SUCCESS. 


@ We have just heard from the pee 
of the Budleigh Salterton (Devon) Kidney 
Unit Appeal. She wanted to place A 
record their deep gratitude for the 
advice and practical help they have 
received from Toc H in the town. This 
help really was practical — not confined 
to fund raising — and has gone on 
throughout the year. In sending the 
Committee’s gratitude and warmest 
regards, their Chairman says ‘Thank you 
Budleigh Salterton Toc H for your very 
worthwhile efforts! 


© ln our August issue (pl3) we 
published an appeal from Ernie Daynes. 
He was seeking anyone with a claim to a 
photograph (Sir Ernest Shackleton in 
Archangel, 1919) which he had found 
when repairing a piano in the Old House. 
Within a couple of weeks the photograph 
was claimed by a relative (Mary 
Shackleton) living in County Dublin who, 
with her husband, has a very great 
interest in her family history. She had no 
knowledge of Sir Ernest ever having 
visited Poperinge. She explains the Irish 
connection: their common Quaker 
ancestor migrated to Ireland from 
Hawarden, Yorks, very early in the 18th 
century. Ernest — later Sir Ernest — 
moved to London with his family when 
he was a small boy in 1884. It seems that 
someone saw a copy of Point Three that 
had been passed on by a member: she 
sent it on to a cousin in Ireland who is a 
neighbour of Mary Shackleton’s. Hence, 
a happy. family historian in Ireland. It’s 
fascinating to see how far a word can 
reach! 


(v) 


© In this IYDP, Swindon District moved 
Into a new field by Staging a ‘mini-handi’ 
dance in September. The ‘live’ music got 
every one on to the dance floor. Some 60 
people attended ~ one third of these in 
wheelchairs. The whole evening was a 
great success and many new friends were 
made. The disabled including a part 

from a Cheshire Home had = 
exhilarating evening. The District Was a 
happy with the result that they as 


decided that their “mini i 
r mini-handi’ wil] + 
annual event. will be an 


- 


@ Revd C A Cardale writes to tell 
the Rededication Service held by Ne 
Abbot, Paignton and Salcombe Br 
on ‘quite positively the stormies; 
wertest day of the year’. The service 
conducted by Revd Cardale (New, 
Abbot's padre) and Revd DE Tuck ton 
a stirring address. Most of the 30+ he 
members present were involved inf 
service and the large collection was o e 
to Salcombe Baptist Church. Salcomben 
ladies provided an excellent tea. Spin 
were high despite the steady downpours 
some were even inspired to walk to M 
seafront! The ‘sheer enjoyment of 
meeting each other" made the whole. 
“a well worth while outing’. 


Was 


day 


© Sanderstead (Surrey) Men's Branch 
built up steadily to their ‘Project 1987 
This was a fortnight’s holiday at Bognor 
Regis for 14 children from the South 
Croydon Mission of Hope, accompanied 
by their house parents. Thanks to careful 
planning, a varied visits programme 
magnificent back-up by Bognor and 
Felpham Branches, and near perfect 
weather, the project was a huge Success, 


O This year’s Beavers’ Project (Southern 
Region) was a camping holiday for 
deprived children from Weymouth and 
Bath. It was run by 15 volunteers from all 
over the country, and took place in the 
grounds of Portland House, Weymouth, 
They escaped the rain for most of the 
week and were able to enjoy regular 
swimming and vigorous evening football 
games. Visits were arranged to Army and 
Navy establishments. The project was a 
great success and the Beavers send their 
warm thanks for all who helped. 
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The winner of both principal awards at 
Toc H’s 8th Cambome-Redruth Flower 
Show. Profits from the show were fol 
equipment for teaching local dea] 
children and (through the Cornw 
PHAB Club) to pay for a holiday for ° 
disabled person. 
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"Help your clients 
A tothehelp 
they need” 


There are probably quite a number of people who 


SCOTTISH GAS 
Chief Home Service Adviscr, 
Scottish Gas, Granton Housc, 
4 Marine Drive, 
Edinburgh, EH5 1YB. 
Tel: 031-552 6271 


NORTHERN GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Northern Gas, Norgas House, 
P.O. Box IGB, Killingworth, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE99 IGB. 
Tel: 0632 683000). 


NORTH WEST GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
North West Gas, Welman House, 


Altrincham, Cheshire, WA 15 8AE. 


Tel: 061-928 6311. 


NEGAS 
Regional Home Service Advisey 
Negas, 5-7 New York Road, Leeds, 
LS2 7PE. Tel: 0532 36291. 


EMGAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Emgas, P.O. Box 145, 
De Montfort Street, Leicester, 
LEI 9DB. Tel: 0533 50022. 


could benefit from some of the helpful services 
provided by British Gas-but who are unaware of 
them. People like the elderly and disabled. 

You could help them to the help they need by 
spreading the word more among your clients. 

We will gladly provide you with explanatory leaflets about special 
help for disabled people, gas safety, easy payments and other helpful 
services we can offer. Just ring —or write to your local Home Service 
Adviser. You'll find the address and telephone number below. 


WEST MIDLANDS GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
West Midlands Gas, 5 Wharf Lane, 
Solihull, West Midlands, B912JP. 
Tel: 021-705 6888. 


WALES GAS 
Chief Home Service Adviser, 
Wales Gas, Snelling House, 
Bute Terrace, Cardiff, CF] 2UF. 
Tel: 0222 33131. 


EASTERN GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Eastern Gas, Star House, 

Potters Bar, Herts, EN6 2PD. 
Tel: 77 5113]. 


NORTH THAMES GAS 
Chief Home Service Adviser, 
North Thames Gas, 


North Thames Housc, London Road, 


Staines, Middx., TW18 4AE. 
Tel: 81 61666. 


SEGAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Segas, Katharine Street, Croydon, 
CR9 IJU. Tel: 01-688 4466. 


SOUTHERN GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Southern Gas, P.O. Box 103, 

St. Mary's Road, Southampton, 
SO9 7GH. Tel: 0703 824124. 


SOUTH WEST GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
South West Gas. Riverside, 
Temple Street. Keynsham, Bristol, 
BS1& 1EO. Tel: 027-36 61717. 


BRITISH GAS HOME 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
The Home Service Adviser, 
The Home Economist, British Gas, 
Marketing Division, 
326 High Holborn, London, 
WCIV 7PT. Tel: 01-242 0789. 


BRITISH GAS 


From the 
Dieci or, 


by Ken Prideaux-Brune 


The printer’s deadline requires me to 
write these words well before the Council 
weekend. The outcome of the debate on 
the use of our resources is still unknown. 
I would like, however, to take this 
opportunity of saying a public ‘thank 
you’ to all of you who have written in 
response to the tape on this subject. I 
have been immensely heartened by the 
volume of letters I have received and, 
even more, by the evidence they contain 
of the deep thought and prayer which has 
gone into the discussion of these crucial 
issues. It is not uncommon for circulars 
from Wendover to drop, apparently, into 
a soundless void from which not even the 
faintest echo returns (| am reminded of 


being told, some years ago, that one of 
the co-ordinating bodies for youth clubs 
clipped to the file relating to one of its 
member clubs a note which read: 
‘Correspondence sent to this club will 
always be lost in the post’). On this 
occasion, however, we have been left in 
no doubt at all that ‘somebody out there 
is listening’. More importantly, there is no 
doubt that a great many people have 
wrestled seriously with the complex 
challenges which face us. To you all I 
want to say a simple, but heartfelt, thank 
you. This surely, is a base from which we 
can all move forward together in response 
to the lead which Council wil! have given 
by the time these words appear. 
* x + 

One of the happiest events of the 
month, for me, was the official opening 
of John Perkins House in Nottingham. 
Previous issues of Point Tlree have 
explained something of the hopes and 
dreams which have led Toc H and All 
Saints Church to set up this small 
community house where five people will 
live together, worship together and seek 
to serve the neighbourhood together. A 
moving service of thanksgiving and 
dedication, specially devised by Sue 
Cumming, culminated in the blessing of 
the house and was followed by lunch for 
the 200 or so who attended. In addition 
to the congregation of All Saints and 
local members of Toc H, the Service was 
attended by representatives of the 
diocese, people from neighbouring 
churches, some of those who have 
worked on the conversion of the building 
under the Manpower Services 
Commission and residents of the Beeston 


Community House, which still has close 

links with Toc H. John Perkins House is 

an exciting new experiment and is being 

launched with the prayerful support of 

a great many people. 
s E m 

I don’t know about “the age of the 
train" (to those of us who regularly use 
the elderly rolling stock which serves 
Wendover that phrase is somewhat 
ambiguous) but I seem to have done my 
bit to support British Rai] over the past 
four weeks. My journeys have taken me 
as far north as Darlington and as far south 
as Southampton, as far east as 
Gillingham and as far west as Llandrindod 
Wells. The latter was the venue for the Al! 
Wales Festival at the end of September. 
Any gathering designed to draw people 
from the whole of the Principality runs 
up against the problem that 
communications in Wales run east-west 
rather than north-south. Long 
cross country journeys are inevitable. It 
was good, therefore, to see such a large 
turnout for what proved to be a very 
happy day. 

The Medway & Sheppey District 
Re-dedication Service at Gillingham 
incorporated the bestowing of the Roger 
Obray Lamp on the Kent Weekend 
Projects Branch. Some 15 young people 
gathered at the front of the Church to 
receive their Lamp and then one of their 
number led us in the Ceremony of Light. 
They have well earned their Lamp and 
they demonstrate in the life of their 
Branch a new way in which the spirit 
of Toc H can be handed on to the next 
generation. 


What’ happening in 


ia A 


In July, the Hunstanton Men’s Group 
held its 21st meeting — and it was a very 
special occasion. It was an open meeting 
to which local Branches were invited to 
send representatives. Hon staff members 
Alan Brooke and Olive Tennant were also 
present. Alan announced that a small, 
active Group, led by Alf Bates, had, 
within two years, so successfully revived 
the former men’s unit that he was now 
able to present them with their Lamp in 
recognition of their having achieved 
Branch status. 

After the presentation, and the 
Ceremony of Light, there was a lively 
discussion which pointed to a healthy and 
busy future for the new Branch in 
co-operation with the Hunstanton 
Women’s Branch and with other active 
local bodies. All those present agreed to 
hold further open meetings -- probably 
twice a year. 

At its September meeting, the 
Central Executive Committee approved 
the formation of this new Branch. 
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T a picture shows F) rank Miles, Sache 
of Hunstanton Men’s Branch, at his desk 
with some of the fascinating trophies 
he brought back from Changi Gaol in 
1945. Frank was a POW for more than 
three years and an active member of the 
remarkable group set up in Changi in very 
difficult conditions. He became Chairman 
of the Changi Group and Pilot to the 
Singapore District. 


Please 
Note 


Interest Bearing 
Loans 


If your Branch, District or Region has 
any spare funds, why not lend them to 


the Family Purse? You will get a rate 
of interest 4% higher than the current 
Building Society's rate and you can 
claim back your loan at any time. 

Please note that from 1 
November 1981, the interest rate for 
Building Society Ordinary Share 
Accounts is 9.75%: we will pay 
10.25%. All offers and enquiries 
please, to the Finance Department at 
Wendover. 


GEB 
Chief Accountant 


Photo: North Herts Gazette 


Toc H carried out an ‘access survey for 
the disabled’ in Letchworth this summer. 


The information gathered is to be 
published in a brochure to help disabled 
people gain access to shops, banks, toilets 
and public buildings. 


Margaret has 
had a long 
and varied 
connection 

with Toc H 
and for two 
years served 
on our staff in 
South Africa. 
She would like 
you to read 
with her article 


this piece 


together 
‘Utopia’ printed in our October issue. 
— Editor 


The 1980 CEC document ‘The Way 
Forward’ encourages us all to seek a 
Christian response to the social issues of 
the day. How do we do this? I'd like to 
share some thoughts with you on the 
issue of social need and the importance of 
‘prayer with our care’. 


There are two fundamental approaches 
to social need. The first may be called the 
‘justice approach’: society is basically 
wrong, is unjust and the root of social 
need. The balance needs to be tipped 
back in favour of justice. To do this 
involves the joining of causes to change 
the structures and institutions of society. 
Unfortunately we all have a different idea 
of what the ideal society is. The result of 
our actions could be a better world, but 


a better world as you or I think it ought 
to be. 


The second approach may be called the 
Christian approach because it takes as its 
starting point Christ’s command that his 
followers should care as he did. Society, 
according to this view is not responsible 
for need. Rather it is the individuals who 
make up that society who are basically 
at fault. Thus the individual needs to 
change if the fabric of society is to be 
altered. In this view, commitment to 
change is first of all a commitment to a 
community of individuals. 


So how might we set about achieving this 
Christian response? Take Christ at his 
word, find a need and then do something 
about it? There is a danger here and a 
trap that is easily fallen into. What is 
missing is the essential ingredient of 
prayer. 


The ‘responder’ in the justice approach 
sees himself involved in a battle in the 
world in which the world’s own 
weaponry (eg the use of politics) is 
necessary to create the response. 


However, the ‘responder’ in the Christian 
approach sees himself primarily engaged 
in the spiritual battle of good versus evil 
in which spiritual weaponry is required. 
So what would it mean to me? Take 
Christ at his word, find a need and then 
do something about it? 


If we are really seeking a Christian 


response we need to know first of all 
what Christ wants and secondly how he 
wants to use us to achieve it. What does 
he want me to do? When does he want 
me to do it? Does he even want me to do 
it? Perhaps he has someone else in mind 
who can do it better? How does he want 
me to do it? 


Punching Care with Prayer xs 


Christ communicates all this to us along 
with the spiritual weapons needed to 
succeed in the combat, through prayer. 
The response still has to be made but the 
result is a better world as Christ wants it 
to be. We thus become tools building up 
His Kingdom on earth and prayer 
becomes the springboard of all our 
actions. 


If then, in Toc H, we are truly seeking a 
Christian response to the social issues of 
our day, we surely ought to explore the 
meaning and value of ‘prayer with our 
care’. 


My own view is that if Toc H is really a 
‘ticket for a journey’ then our tickets 
must be ‘punched with prayer’ and all the 
details should be checked at the 
beginning, so that we are sure to take the 
right train at the right time from the right 
platform; only then can we hope to arrive 
at the right destination. 


Happy punching! 
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Have Ticker-will 


The journey there was dreadful — 24 
hours of it, with little sleep on the over- 
night train to Paris, officious lavatory 
attendants who wouldn't let us wash our 
faces, a passport and train ticket stolen as 
we tried to cram rigid rucksacks into 
luggage lockers, nightmarish enquiries in 
broken French and incomprehensible 
replies, automatic doors and barriers on 
the Metro with a tendency to trap timid 
travellers, brief moments of glorious 
sunshine in the Place de la Concorde with 
la Tour Eiffel like a painted backdrop: 
but back to the harsh reality that the 
British Embassy is closed on Sundays, 
even to the British. The farce struck as 
the dishevelled 12 of us stormed the 
wrong English church — but they gave us 
tea and coffee and made us welcome. 
Back to the frustration of being foreign 
and more mantrap Metro barriers, and 
the case of the almost lost person and the 
completely lost picnic bag. Once on the 
train to Macon we were delayed by a fire 
in the restaurant car — I thought it was a 
barbecue . . . At Macon] wondered if we 
would all get on the bus — the last of the 
day — but we did, and an hour later 
walked the last half mile up the hill, 
between pantiled stone cottages radiating 
the heat of the afternoon into the cool 
evening, and finally came to the place 
which said ‘Acceuil — ‘Welcome’. Hungry 
and tired, I thought all I needed was to 
sit down to a good meal — but they 
looked at their watches and said, ‘It’s 
time for evening prayers. Let's go to 
church now and then well look after 
you’, Momentary dismay, disappointment 
.. . but then the bells began to ring and 1 
knew it was going to be all right. Off with 


The Apology 


(Taize September 1981) 


We knelt around the Cross 
Like petals round a flower 
Separate, 

Yet joined by our centre. 


A woman rose 
Stepped back against me 
As I knelt. 


Apologise — but how? 
A dozen tongues 
Were spoken here. 


She knew. 


Gently reaching down 
She touched me 
And smiled. 


Sometimes | wish 
The whole wide world 
Could be dumb. 


ter already: up tO 
many people. 


directions; into the 
— apart from the 


_ feeling ligh 


our Pea — people, s0 
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streaming from ^ 
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es a candlelit womb of a churc 
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SF „neeling OF 
7 sitting or kr 
which people Wer waiting, heart 


ing low in prayer — inal 
it almost vue sai i 
bell came to rest, and so a i Beraved 
the burdens had gone -Ng TA tae 
safely, we were gathered in. In ie ved 
a single voice sang 
answered by .. | 
voices singing ean iA 
i d have been a 
Baca the sound was so deep and „so 
sweet, And as the journey and the trains 
and the stations and the people and the 
buses — the whole of Paris, the whole of 
France, the whole world — flashed before 
my mind’s eye, .ny heart joined in this 
Alleluia — for the whole of life, for the 
burdens as well as the joys, for hardship 
as well as ease. For it is part of the reality 
of pilgrimage that the way will not always 
be easy, and you cannot arrive if you 
never take the risk of setting out. 


Well, at the moment you are sitting next 
to me in a church somewhere in France 
on a Sunday evening. You may well ask 
what on earth you're doing here, and 
where precisely this is in France. Why 
have you just spent 24 hours travelling 
here by boat, train, bus and finally on 
foot? — people don't usually go to quite 
that amount of trouble just to go to 
church, even if the singing is something 
special? 


We have come to Taizé, a tiny village in 
the heart of Burgundy, known all over 
the world for the ecumenical monastic 
community which has lived here since the 
last war. In the Community, now 80 - 90 
strong, there are brothers from many 
different countries, across all the 
continents. They call themselves the 
Community of Reconciliation, and 


reconciliation is the thing which lies at 
the heart of all they do and are — the 
dual reconciliation of man with man, and 
with God, the two inextricably 
barriers of 


man 
linked, crossing the 


Visitors from all ove 


J r the world joj 
Reconciliation, Taize oe. 


Travel 


the brothers at worship in the Church of the 


— i 


by Sue Cumming 


nationality, religion, 


ignorance. 


Prejudice 


We have come to spend a week 
1.000 or more people — mos ý 
between 18 and 30 — mi wen 
Europe and even further afield, Th 

an Australian lad who seems to Cres 
found this place almost by aces 
there's a group of young Poles prodi 
wearing their Solidarity badges: k ly 
lovely girl from Eire who speaks Fan a 
German and English as well as Gach 
There are Dutch and Luxumbour ic, 
who seem to speak something of e 
thing, and lots of German people, Dane 
the week we find there are about = 
British people there when we meet 
together in National groups for one 
session to make contacts for follow-un 
when we return home;and we bump into 
people who know other people whom fo 
know. Small world. The rest of the time 
we see very little of our fellow country. 
persons since we are split up when we 
arrive and put into groups which are as 
international as possible, though with 
care taken that there is a common 
language or adequate translation available 
— and in these groups we live and work 
and discuss and play together for the 
whole week. 


here y 


So we have come to meet people from 
different countries, and to share, by 
talking and living together, our 
experience of our journey through life so 
far, and our concern for the world in 
which we live. What else? Why come toa 
monastery for goodness sake? Admittedly 
it’s no ordinary monastery — no ancient 
stone cloisters here, but breeze block 
barracks and old army tents; no great 
refectory with long tables but an open air 
soup kitchen. 


The dimension which underpins all the 
other journeys we make is our inner 
journey. ‘Taizé is a place to search for 
God and find in Christ a meaning in life’, 
it says at the top of the information sheet 
we are given on the first day. And further 
down the first page it asks us to begin our 
time at Taizé thinking about this: 


t? 


Brother Roger, founder of the Taize 
ecumenical community. 


‘You are searching for God: are 
you aware that what matters most 
is the welcome you extend to 
Christ, the Risen Lord? By his 
presence, always offered to each 
person, by his forgiveness, he 
brings you to life. By placing your 
confidence in him and by 
forgiving, vou will break out of 
your inner prisons to dare to 
commit yourself as a pilgrim of 
reconciliation, even in the 
divisions of the Christian family 
and even in those which tear apart 
the human family.’ 


This is no super-pious place where 
religion is removed far from reality. It is a 
hard place to be because it demands 
decisions — maybe only little ones — the 
next step on your journey — but you 
come home a different person. It brings 
you into contact with people you have 
never met, whose very being challenges 
your previously held assumptions. A few 
layers of you are peeled off so that your 
soft centre is nearer the surface. 


And yet it is also a very easy place to be. 
It is a peaceful place (except when the 
Italians and Spanish sing into the early 
hours outside your bedroom window), in 
the heart of some beautiful countryside. 
Your inhibitions about praying and 
meditating and singing are lost in the 
anonymity of the crowd. Here the norms 
are beauty and simplicity and openness 
and acceptance. It quickly becomes 
natural to go to church three times a day 
— and to go in early and come out late. 
Worship ceases to be something unnatural 
and removed from life, but the thing that 
catches it all together and permeates 
everything. There is silence — not 
embarrassing emptiness but, in each 
service, 10 - 15 minutes when each person 
ceases to hear or say anything, but simply 
listens — listens to that reality which is at 
the heart of them, that essence in which 
they are linked with the rest of humanity; 
Be still and know that I am God’ — 
though that can be hard too. 


So much more could be said about the 
worship, but in the end it is a thing which 
can only be experienced, as can the whole 
thing that the name ‘Taizé’ begins to 
denote. It is stressed that we musťt get 
stuck on a ‘high’ — for it is a danger that 
people get hooked on the Taize 


TAIZÉ COMES 


he UK 


by Scott Shaw 


On 28 December a great gathering, in the 
name of reconciliation and peace, will 
begin. Although centred on London, it 
will initially involve more than 50 cities 


and towns throughout the United 
Kingdom. 


Toc H people are welcome to join the 
thousands who are expected to come 
together in this great international, 
ecumenical event. Toc H will be providing 
hospitality too — our London Marks will 
be offering accommodation for the 
duration of the gathering, from Monday 
28 December to Friday 1 January. 


After the initial welcome in Central Hall, 
Westminster, (venue of our 1980 
Festival), participants will go out to 
families of all Christian denominations in 
the parishes of London, where they will 
be staying during the next five days. 


Twice a day they will come back into 
central London for common prayer at 
St Paul’s or Westminster Cathedrals. 


Mornings they will spend in their ‘home’ 
districts, visiting people who are examples 
of Christian hope in situations of 
suffering: reflecting on texts from the 
Bible; and spending time with local 
people of different backgrounds and 
cultures. Afternoons will include 


experience — but that we must return to 
our own local communities and put into 
practice the insights we have gained, and 
take courage to be the person we are 
becoming. We are challenged with a 
quest: 


‘In your own situation, in order to 
abolish hatred, will you, alone or 
by twos be a bearer of 
reconciliation even in the divisions 
of the Christian family, and in 
those which tear apart the human 
family?’ 


Far from being journey’s end it is 
journey’s beginning, but we are not lone 
travellers. It is good to know our need of 
one another, and that lies at the heart of 
reconciliation, and we can share and learn 
much from one another. But we are also 
accompanied by Christ who can free us 
from our fears and break open our inner 
prisons; and like yeast in the dough or 
light in darkness what happens to us can 
spread through the body of the Church 
and out into the world. 
‘Accompanied by Christ, together 
we will discover the confidence 
that comes from the heart, the 
spirit of childhood that opens 
onto the childhood of the 
Church.’ 


common and in December we will 
have the chance to join the Taizé 
community and its 


many 
supporters in our common aim — 
burying differences in 
reconciliation. 


discussions or meetings in groups 
according to regions or countries of 
origin. Alternatively, people may spend 
the entire five days in a place set apart 
for silence. 


On Wednesday evening, everyone will go 
into south London to pray 
simultaneously in churches of all the 
Christian denominations. The New Year 
will be welcomed with a night of prayer, 
centred around a situation unique in 
Europe — the presence of representatives 
of nearly all the people of the world 
living, side by side, in London. 


Readers needing accommodation for the 
London gatherings should complete part 
A of the form without delay and post it 
to the address shown, NOT TO TOC H, 
to arrive not later than 6 December. 
Accommodation will cost up to £15 for 
the five days, according to personal 
circumstances, to be paid on arrival. 
Bring a sleeping bag or air bed. If 
possible, Branches or Groups should 
apply on one form. Information will also 
be sent to you. 


Those nor needing accommodation but 
who would like further information, may 
use part B if they wish. Otherwise, they 
can simply come along to the welcome in 
Central Hall on 28 December where they 
will get full details. 


Anyone aged 16 or under must be in the 
care of a parent or group leader. 


Part A — APPLICATION FOR 
ACCOMMODATION AND 


INFORMATION 
To be sent as soon as possible, to arrive 


not later than 6 December, to European 
Meeting, Taize Community, 5 St Martin’s 
Place, London WC2N 41]. 


| require accommodation in London for 
sne NÁ, „teal persons for the European 
Meeting from 28 December - 1 January. 
Please also send me further information. 


Part B — APPLICATION FOR 


INFORMATION ONLY 
To be sent to the above address as soon 


as possible. 

Please send me information on the 
European meeting. 

I do not reguire accommodation. 


We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In June 
Stanley Morton (Clitheroe) 


In July 
Vera M Baker (late Hartlepools) 
LV ‘Vic’ Russell (Cambridge) 


In August 
Margaret Edwards (Holland-on-Sea) 
Grace E Wood (Tonbridge) 


In September 

Arthur S Budd (Bideford) 

W Tom Dent (Bracknell) 

Arthur Fielden (Tolworth) 
Harold Gandy (Denton) 

Stuart R Glover (Wessex District) 
Florence M Plater (Reading) 


In October 

Winifred E Finter (Southdown District) 
William MacIntyre (Skelmorlie & 
Wemyss Bay) 

Kay E Pearson (Newbury) 

Dennis Roberts (Chirk) 

Frederick Swindells (Stockport) 

H J ‘Jim’ Taylor (Durdham Down) 


Also 
Constance Appleton (Hartley Wintney) 
Phyllis E Harris (Hartley Wintney) 


Mid-Eastern Region tell us of their great 
sadness and loss at the untimely death of 
Leon Chandler. He died peacefully in 
Chesterfield Hospital following a 
coronary attack. The latest of his many 
Toc H achievements was the successful 
launching of Bakewell’s Medway Centre. 
He made a great impact on his local 
community and on the many people he 
met across the country. He was a man of 
charm, energy, humour and infectious 
enthusiasm. 


1t was with great sadness that we in 
South Dorset heard of the death of Ethel 
Buchanan. Ethel who, in her 80s, once 
remarked that she felt no older mentally 
than when she was 18, shared our 
concern about the legacy we are giving 
our young people. . . She felt that only 
by a vigorous attempt to hand on 
Toc H. .. could we say that we had not 
failed those who had gone before and 
those who will come after. It was because 
of this belief that Ethel was of such great 
help in giving young people in South 
Dorset a Toc H experience . .. Ethel was 
a Christian but not an ‘establishment 
person" and it was to her that we turned 
for help in what must be one of the most 
difficult tasks facing the Movement 
today, that of putting across the Christian 
ethic to young people. It is significant 
that almost the last contact Ethel had 
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she invited the 


; vas when h 
with Toc H \ Dorset Beavers 


wily formed South é J 
Dreier H to her house in the T g 
a series of visits to members to pos Bi 
question “Why?” We discussed the w 10 
range of human and religious put ti 
and the place of Toc H in these expe 
iences . . . We who spent that evening 
with Ethel will never again be able to say! 
that the words “Let us remember our 
elder brethren” have no meaning for us. 

‘Thank you Ethel for handing 


Toc Hon tous.’ 


te 
un 


‘It was with great sadness that I heard of 
the death in September of Tom Dent. 
For almost all cf his life Tom lived and 
loved Toc H. He came into the Movement 
as a Marksman in Bristol and in later 
years often spoke with affection and 
enthusiasm of his days there. He became 
a founder member of the Okehampton 
Branch and subsequently moved to 
Pinner where he quickly became involved 
with the Pinner and Ruislip Branch. From 
1954, for just over 20 years he lived in 
Harpenden and became well known in the 
Beds, Herts and Bucks areas. He was a 
regular visitor to Dor Knap where he 
organised and took many morning 
services in the lovely little chapel. The 
Harpenden Branch newsletter was Tom's 
brainwave: he had a literary talent and a 
wealth of quotations and poems at his 
command. He was also a regular 
contributor to the SE Regional magazine. 
After the death of his wife, whom he had 
met at the Old House, he moved to 
Crowthorne to live with his daughter and 
family. He became involved with 
Bracknell and Binfield Branch and was 
still producing their Newsletter until the 
time of his death. Tom had the wit and 
wisdom and enthusiasm to make a 
constructive contribution to any Toc H 
activity he was involved with, He was 
equally at home with his contemporaries 
or with project volunteers. He will be 


sadly missed by all those who knew and 
loved him.’ 


TG 
Members of North Allerton Joint Branch 
wrote to tell us of the death in July of 
Stanley (Stan) Marriott, 

‘Stan joined Toc H in 1924 when 
he was 16 years old, and many were the 
experiences he shared with us of those 
early days when he knew and mer some 
of the Founders of the Movement. He 
held many offices in Toe H including 
Pilot and Chairman, Area Chairman and 
Central Councillor. Stan certainly loved 
widely, thought fairly, witnessed humbly 
and did his best to build bravely. A deep 
thinker, he was seriously concerned about 


Lack of space has compelled us to h | 
over some obituary notices receive d 
hope to include these in future eg 


= Editor 


the troubles of the present dav wo, 
But he also had an impish Sense 
humour, and even in the most sep 


rld, 


3 tous 
discussion he would often make 4 
comment which would completely 


change the atmosphere of the mee; 
Stan formed the Gang and Company 
concert party in 1954... and revues 
were taken to old people’s homes 
hospitals and Lowdham Grange Borstal 
under his leadership. He was at one of Our 
meetings in 1960 after a spell in hospital 
during which he had seen the results of 
attempted suicide cases, and Suggested 
that Toc H might be interested in Setting 
up a branch of Samaritans. With his 
typical energy and many contacts, the 
project was soon under way and a branch 
was formed in 1961. Stan was a true 
Christian and loved his Church. He will 
be sadly missed in the community. Our 
love and prayers go out to his wife Madge 
who is also a member of our Branch.’ 


ing, 


Dennis Roberts, Chirk (Clwyd) Men's 
Branch died suddenly in October. ‘Den’ 
had served in every Branch office in his 
30 years of membership. For the past 20 
years he worked as a porter in an ortho- 
paedic hospital and was a “local preacher’ 
on the Methodist circuit. He carried out 
all his tasks with zeal and devotion and 
was loved by all those he met. Chirk 
Branch write; “... We mourn his passing 
but are happy to have associated with 
hin’. 


“Lawrence Vaughan Russell, who died on 
29 July as the result of a tragic accident 
was a member of Cambridge Joint 
Branch. Previously he had been a founder 
member of Crewkerne Branch in 
Somerset when he was housemaster at 
Crewkerne Grammar School. Beloved by 
all, ‘Vee’ was a man of quiet under- 
standing and ability — not least that of 
being a friend to all, whatever their rank. 
A pilot in the RFC in WWI and a 
graduate of Queen’s College, Cambridge, 
he was marked with distinction for 
service to his fellow men... He wasa 
man who had no time for humbug... A 
diabetic for many years and one who was 
losing both sight and hearing, he was 
always a joy to meet, making light of his 
disabilities. His various writings revealed 
both his sense of humour and his simple 
faith. He had held most offices in Branch 
life and was Builder’s Secretary for the 
Cam District until his sight failed. We 
extend our sympathy to Mary, his wife, 
and to his son Christopher and daughter 
Gillian.’ 


We give thanks for their lives 
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MASTERY 


by Megan John 


Very soon we shall be celebrating the 
coming of the New Year. The feast of 
‘time’. A feast acknowledged by all and 
over which there is little if any dissension, 
New Year parties will be given, New Year 
and New Year 
resolutions made. Although celebrations 
are a feature in both the Northern and 


cards will be sent 


the Southern hemispheres, the attitude to 
time does differ. Anyone who has lived in 


a Southern or Eastern country knows 
that for their people time is flexible, for 


use not domination. Invitations sent out 


have to state which aspect of time is 


being expressed, English or native. 
Southern time gives a leeway of up to an 
hour, English time means the precise 
hour stated. Even in Bavaria one must 
grant the host and hostess the diplomatic 
half hour: if invited for eight, one is not 
expected before half past. 


The South and East regard time as for 
their use. We subconsciously regard it as 
our Master. We fear it. We fear getting 
old, we fear retiring, we fear dying. Old 
age is a spectre and the knell of the words 
“You are old, father William’ rings in our 


put We make great efforts to remain 
young and to ‘be with ir’ White hairs are 
no longer a sign of wisdo 
command res 
declining abj 


m, no longer 
pect. They are now a sign of 
i lity and being out of touch. 
e fundamentally disagree with the 
Chinese that, to have a complete 
household, one should have a white 
haired member at the head of the board 
and a tow head at the foot. 


We do however agree with them and 
disagree with Julius Caesar that our fate 
lies ‘An our stars. Just observe people 
reading their newspapers and note to 
which page they turn first! The stars also 
control the division of time, according to 
the Eastern astrologers. We are now in 
age of Aquarius. The time (age) of 
revelation. Time as well as being the 
great healer is also the great revealer. 
Television has abetted this theory: 
through films and some documentaries 
we have been enabled to go back in 
history and also forward. Such films 
purport to be science fiction, but what is 
fiction today is fact tomorrow. 


Strangely the Bible has very little 
reference to time; even in the famous 
passage in Eccl: ‘There is a time to be 
born, etc’ the modern translators tell us 
we should be translating it as ‘there is an 
appointed opportunity’, which makes 
time a gift to be used or misused. A truly 
frightening thought, made more 
frightening by St Bernard who says ‘Time 
is a treasure found only in this life’. 


So, 1982 becomes 365 appointed 
opportunities. If we are young, we will be 
looking forward to opportunities for 


success with a capital ‘S’. A good idea if 
we have determined what we mean by 
success. Some while ago 1 discussed this 
same subject with a very elderly man. We 
were rejoicing in the return of the 
country crafts and he proceeded to tell 
me of some of the men he had trained. Of 
one he said ‘He was a fine lad with great 
potential if he had used it’. ‘How did he 
fail?" | asked. ‘He had one fault’ was the 
teply. ‘He spent the day with one eye on 
the clock and the other on his wages.’ 
Even though this summing up made me 
laugh, it also gave me pause for thought. 


The middle aged and perhaps even the 
aged will be tempted to look back, a 
good idea as long as it does not fill us 
with anxiety and make us prisoners of the 
past. The past can throw light on the 
present and tell us how to use the future. 
For myself, in 1981 I have become even 
more aware of the gentle kindness and 
generosity of people. It has thrown into 
high light for me the apocryphal story of 
Our Lord at the gate of Jerusalem. He 
came upon a crowd of people at the gate. 
They were discussing a mangy, dead dog. 
There was no word too bad for it, until 
Our Lord spoke. ‘Jt has the most 
beautiful teeth’, he said. One of the 
Saints has said that Our Lord was the 
most suspicious being that ever lived on 
this earth: He suspected everybody of 
good. 


So we proceed. Can we ‘trust the past to 
the mercy of God: the present to His 
Love and the future to His Providence?’ 
May 1982 be for all of us an ‘appointed 
opportunity’ for the revelations of His 
Love. 


New Group in Shrewsbury 


Huw Gibbs writes: 


Following a 12 month survey on 
Harlescott Grange Estate, carried out by 
Tom Romanis, honorary staff and Huw 
Gibbs, a new Toc H Group has been 
formed. 

Over 100 people were questioned 
about the needs and aspirations of people 
living in the five identifiable areas which 
make up the large estate. The new Group 
is a good cross section of the locality, 
including Councillors, young people, 
housewives, business men, salesmen, 
handicapped people and two padres. 

During the year, members from 
Mid-Salop and Offas Dyke District visited 
everyone of the 3,500 houses on the 
estate with details about the extension 
Plan and later, just before a public 
meeting, with a personal invitation for 
every household. Good coverage of the 
Survey was carried by local press, shops 
and libraries. 


Adrian Dudman, Toc H General 
Secretary, was invited to speak at the 
public meeting and 60/70 people 
responded to the invitation. During 
question time it became clear that the 
Toc H survey team had obtained a 
thorough and reliable account of the 
needs in that part of Shrewsbury, and 
offers of help came from many people 
present. Chairman for the evening was 
John Wall, well known as a local JP, who 
skilfully steered the meeting to its climax, 
when the Revd Roy Hibbert told those 
present, ‘this is a Movement which has 
all the skills and the resources needed to 
get things done on this estate. I hope 
you will accept their invitation because 
I can fully recommend them to you. He 
strongly criticised local Councillors for 
neglecting to meet many needs on the 
estate. ’ 

At the first group meeting, one 
week later, 20 people volunteered to help 
form the new Toc H Group and work has 


commenced on a voluntary car pool and 
assistance with a local youth club. The 
new Group meets fortnightly. 

The organisers owe a particular 
debt to Revd Roy Hibbert, who was 
among the first people interviewed. He 
has continued to provide encouragement 
and assistance right through the 
campaign. 


Christmas 
Cards 


Cards with photograph of Tubby with 
his dog are available price 15p each 


(including postage) from Terry Gray, 
7 Clarence Road, Harpenden, Herts. 
All proceeds will be used by 
Harpenden Branch to take a party of 
handicapped children to Cuddesdon 
House for a week next summer. 


by Revd 
Richard Fox 


Like most people, | am so pleased when 
the shops are closed for Christmas. I do 
not have to think, and worry, any more 
about buying presents, cards, or special 
Christmas food and drink — it is another 
headache out of the way. I can forget it. 


Many people feel the same way after 
Christmas Day itself — ‘thar’s all over, 
now we can forget it! Other things 
come rushing in to occupy the mind: 
there are the sales, the New Year parties, 
the holiday brochures. We seem to rush 
from one event to another. 


Although you have heard it many times 
before, ] feel I must stress yet again, that 
we cannot treat the Christmas Event in 
the same way as the Christmas shopping. 
We cannot say ‘rhat is over, let's forget 
it’ The Festival of Christmas is to remind 
us that we must never forget that our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was 
born here on earth. It was a happening 
that should affect every day of our lives, 
our outlook and our attitudes. On 
6 January, the Festival of Epiphany, we 
are reminded of the first Gentiles to 
worship Jesus — the three wise men. 
Their gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh show that in the Baby Jesus they 
saw their King, their God and their 
Saviour. 


If we are wise we will see Jesus in the 
same way, and not put him alongside the 
commercial trimmings of Christmas to be 
thought of, enjoyed or endured once a 
year and then forgotten. Our lives are 
busy, events do come crowding in upon 
us one after the other, but they must 
never push out, or push aside, our 
thoughts about Jesus. His example and 
His presence should always be there 
helping guide us through the events of 
life. This can happen only if we think of 
him, learn more about him and worship 
him all the year round, not just at 
Christmas and (perhaps) Easter. 


We cannot say ‘Christmas’ before saying 
‘Christ’. Jesus came to us that he might 
better understand our sufferings. He was 
born into poverty lest we think him a 
monarch. He came not to dominate, but 
to motivate, not to condemn, but to 
forgive, not to oppress, but to free our 
souls, not to compel, but to teach us the 
truest measure of unselfish love, He 
walked a while among us, that we might 
know the meaning of love. May He daily 
walk beside you that you might have the 
blessings of joy and a blessed Christmas. 


We began 1981 with Him. May He be able 
to say at its end ‘Ye huve been with me 


Toc H Marks 
The experience of David Gibson (Octobe! 
issue) is shared by thousands of Toc H 
members who have lived in Marks which 
were the first expression of the Toc H 
ideal as envisaged by Tubby in the 1920s. 

It is true that many Branch 
members and particularly the ladies who 
joined us from the Toc H Women’s 
Association, have been mystified by 
maintenance of the Toc H Mark structure 
which seems to some to be an 
extravagance the Movement could no 
longer afford. This is the opposite of the 
truth, but it is admitted by the Central 
Executive Committee that the Mark 
buildings, all of which were given to 
Tubby to help him develop Toc H, do 
need to be modernised and in fact quite a 
considerable sum has been earmarked for 
the up-grading of Mark 13 (Brothers’ 
House, Kennington) so that we can 
attract the right sort of resident who 
would benefit from the Toc H 
experience, 

David refers to the three London 
Marks as Mark 3 (Hackney), Mark 20 
(Putney), and Talbot House, Trinity 
Square. This is not strictly correct 
because Talbot House is not and never 
has been a Mark. Toc H now operates 
four Marks which are Mark 3 (Hackney) 
and Mark 4 (Manchester) both of which 
have Toc H staff wardens, Mark 13 
(Kennington) and Mark 20 (Putney) 
which have honorary wardens. The 
Management Committee of each Mark is 
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The Mayor and Mayoress of Hackney join 


appointed by, and is a sub-committee 
of the Regional Executive Committee, 

Talbot House has a Managemen; 
Committee appointed by the Wakefield 
Trust, who assume full responsibility 
for the running of the House and the 
maintenance of the structure. The 
Warden is a member of Toc H staff 
seconded to the Wakefield Trust, ang 
membership of Toc H is encouraged 
amongst the residents. 

David is a little unkind to Mark 13 
(Brothers’ House) which is perhaps the 
nearest to the original concept of what an 
ideal Mark should be. The honorary 
warden and many of the residents are 
members of Toc H, and the Mark has one 
of the largest Branches of Toc H in the 
country, the membership including many 
of the thousands of Marksmen who have 
lived there and moved on. Certainly, it 
has a stable core of long term residents 
but it has a number of younger people, 
and when the necessary alterations are 
complete it will invite young ladies to 
join the happy band. In the summer 
months in particular it provides 
accommodation for young people from 
all over the world, quite often the sons 
of previous Marksmen. 

I endorse wholeheartedly faith in 
the idea of residential accommodation 
being retained and developed, and | 
welcome the enthusiasm shown by David 
Gibson as described in his article. 


H D Mills 
Harpenden, Herts 
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from the beginning . Liz Taylor to cut the cake at Mark 3% 


j were Hackney’s tw bers 
50th birthday party. Among the 100 or e! Es calme 


and friends from far and wide. 
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poperinge 

We want LO express publicly our thanks 
fo Mr and Mrs Tom Kennedy of 
prestwick for the wonderful holiday we 
had in Poperinge in this Hop Festiva] 
Year. We were unable on this occasion to 
stay in the Old House but we were 
accommodated and very well catered for 
nearby, and this would not have been 
ossible without Tom Kennedy and all 
those concerned in this great effort. In 
Belgium and France, ‘Toc I is a 
household word. The hospitality is 
beyond words and the reception in 
Hazebrouke from the Mayor and staff 
had to be experienced to be believed. To 
all these kind people, our grateful thanks 
in the name of Toc H. 


Iris Long 
Weston Super Mare 


How’s Your Memory? 


] have recently joined the Hitchin 
Women's Branch and really do enjoy 
every meeting. 1 first met Toc H in 1946 
in Cairo, where I was serving in the 
WAAF. | was in a group travelling in a 
RAF truck through the busy streets and 
our driver — just arrived from England — 
didn't know that in Cairo trams had the 
right of way. These trams travel fast and 
when we hit one, we turned completely 
over. { had been in Cairo just a month 
and remember thinking, ‘Oh dear! Mum 
and Dad will never get over my dying like 
this!’ So, when our truck had been 


righted by Egyptian Arm 
ne ee to find that, apart from 
ae” ises and torn clothes, we were 
dier s zd from shock. Some ladies 
EIER rom a Toc H canteen, took us 
ie T a up and got someone to 
ai ack to our billet. Pd love to 

# any of those ladies are Still about 


and still remember that Cairo ni 
I first met Toc H. Na E 


Kitty Moore 
Letchworth 
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Point Three 


The appeal through Point Three (March 
issue) for help in selling the Toftwood 
Male Voice Choir record brought a warm 
response from Toc H members as far 
apart as Fife and Cardiff, Devon and 
Lancashire. They bought the record and 
sent us their love in letters which raised 
our hopes not only for the success of the 
project but reassured us that the tradition 
of the ‘friendly cuppa’ in Toc H is still 
there. Indeed we have firm invitations to 
visit or spend holidays with our new 
found friends in this great Family of ours. 

Our target was to sell 1,000 
records, and at the time of writing we 
have only 100 more to go. Tapes can be 
made if preferred. We are very grateful 
and would like to thank everybody who 
has contributed, though a personal reply 
is sent with each record. 


Josie and Vic White 
Norwich 
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Flying Our Colours 


Full marks for the new tie with the big 
Toc H symbol. That should enable 
members to spot at once who is “one of 
us’ (see plea for bigger badges in July 
Point Three), but even more important, it 
will ensure someone who is not does see 
our wonderful new symbol. Then perhaps 
we shall be asked what it means, and we 
can be off on our ever important job of 
talking about Toc H to others. Even the 
old lamp badge was a good starting point 
for this but the new one — light in the 
world, the Light of the world — gives us 
an even better opportunity to explain 
what Toc H is about. 

Perhaps HQ will also provide a 
large badge of the new symbol too, 
because now its important detail is 
invisible on someone else’s coat. Could 
there even be an incentive of a price 
advantage when buying two badges, to 
encourage members always to have a 
badge on whatever they are wearing? Our 
smaller numbers now make this doubly 
important. 

Full marks also for the 4” x 4” 
car sticker with its bold symbol and 
Toc H lettering; everything clearly 
discernible on a car rear window by the 
driver following. At only 25p could it not 
be much more widely used? But, also no 
marks for Branch meeting places I know 
that don’t have a sign up with the symbol 
and saying that Toc H meets here on..., 
first because here is a missed opportunity 
to ‘show the flag’, and also because the 
enquirer who has been told what a good 
thing Toc H is and that he’ll be sure of 
a welcome wherever he sees a sign, finds 
he looks in vain. 


Rudolf Loewy 
Harrow 


Crutched Friars 


I should like to express my very real 
regret that 42 Crutched Friars is no 
longer associated with Toc H. 

I, and many women members of 
Toc H both here and overseas, have very 
happy memories of meetings and social 
gatherings held at Crutched Friars. It 
was somewhere for members to visit 
when in London and a mine of 
information. The Alison Macfie room, to 
which the women members contributed, 
was also a fitting memorial to our 
Founder Member. 

It is indeed sad to see another link 
broken in our Toc H family. 


Joyce L de Levante 


the picture, Jessie (right) 


Murray. In e, r 
shows the plaque to a friend and fellow 


resident of Ernest Wright House. 
d 
“evoted workers — 83 year old Mrs Jessie i 


Corby (Northants) Joint Branch 
Presented a plaque with a personal 
message of thanks to one of their most 
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Welcome 


The following Branches elected new 
members during September and October: 


2 — Chirk (w), Higham Ferrers (w) 
Leigh (j), Melton Mowbray (w) 
Troon (w), Winsford (j) 

Bideford (j), Bridlington (j), 
Cleveland District, Edinburgh 
Seventy Five (j), Gloucester District 
Goring-by-Sea (m), Leicester 
District, North Sussex District, 
South Yorkshire District, 
Toftwood (w) 


A warm welcome to 22 new members 


In these days of TAG Groups, Project 
Groups and other informal and shifting 
Toc H patterns, we often speculate on the 
significance of all these changes. Do 
‘Branches’ matter? Why does a ‘Branch’ 
start up? Why does a ‘Branch’ close? 


We have recently received the story from 
beginning to end of one Branch - Totnes 
in South Devon. We are repeating it here 
so that all who read it can look for 
answers to some of the questions posed 
above. If you get any clues from this 
story that may help others, why not 
write to the Editor and share your 
thoughts? 


Totnes Group started officially in May 
1945 — just as the war ended. It was set 
up by four existing Toc H members, led 
by the late Jack Tebbutt — already an old 
member but a new Totnes resident. The 
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Toc H projects. 


Group was formally opened when Barclay 
Baron initiated 11 members. (Three of 
these founder members are still in the 
area.) It became a Branch in the winter 
of 1945. Throughout this ‘setting up’ 
period, a leading influence was Mayne 
Elson then the SW Area Secretary -- and 
considerable help came from the older 
Newton Abbot and Torquay Branches. In 
its early days, the Group persuaded the 
Mayor of Totnes to set up a ‘Welcome 
Home Fund’ for ex-service men and 
women. It became involved with the old 
Broomborough Workhouse and 
Infirmary, starting with a Christmas party 
and going on to a monthly service in the 
wards which continued for some 20 
years. Steadily, the Branch widened its 
areas of concern. They began to arrange 
summer outings and a large annual party 
in the Civic Hall for the mentally 
handicapped of Torbay and Starcross. 


Yorkshire members staged a sponsored wheelchair push to raise finds for local 


The Story of a Branch 


Members took an active interest in an old 
men’s home at South Brent and another 
in Totnes and involved themselves in help 
for the Dame Hannah Rogers Spastics 
School. The Branch recall the occasion 
when they sprang to answer an appeal 
for help from the Minister of the local 
Methodist circuit: they re-decorated his 
church at Harberton, his small and ageing 
congregation raising all the money for the 
materials. 


Then, in the 1950s, Totnes having helped 
revive Paignton Branch, took the lead 
in setting up new Toc H Branches at 
Bovey Tracey, Buckfastleigh and 
Modbury. A Totnes Women’s Branch had 
also been started by Barclay Baron in 
1945. lt was strong in numbers and 
worked closely with the Men’s Branch in 
a wide range of local activities. 


The surviving members of the Totnes 
Branch still recall some of what they see 
as the highlights of their 35 years of 
fellowship and service. In their early days 
they had a surprise visit from Tubby who 


Aspects of Unemployment- 


What does the Bible say? Well, the Bible 
does value work highly: one OT man 
says: ‘There is nothing better for a man 
than he should eat and drink, and find 
enjoyment in his toil’. Notice the 
demand for job satisfaction. Nowhere in 
the Bible is it said that a man is measured 
by what he earns — or even whether he 
earns. Man is in God’s image and that’s 
the measure of human worth. A 
craftsman’s skill was said to be a gift from 
God as was everything about him. 
There is a text about ‘not working, not 
cating’, but this clearly, if viewed in 
context, is aimed at the deliberate idlers, 
not at the unemployed, made redundant 
because their job no longer exists. 
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It is interesting that in St John’s Gospel, 
Jesus claims to be working, though at the 
time He was not a carpenter selling His 
products. !t was when He had been 
wandering through the country, speaking, 
healing and picking up a living from 
others engaged in more remarkable 
activities. In Luke, He'sends His disciples 
on a similar mission, telling them that 
they should accept the hospitality offered 
because ‘the labourer is worthy of his 
hire’. They were not labourers, but 
counted what they did as work, entitling 
them to a living. 


Therefore we — those of us who are 
redundant must sell our abilities and 


by Geoffrey Barlow 


build up our self respect, by doing all the 
jobs left long undone around the home, 
taking a pride in each job and being well 
satisfied at the end of it. Maybe we 
should start gardening or decorating or 
even doing some car maintenance for the 
neighbours and then accept their grateful 
thanks and any renumeration. We must 
keep active, dispel any feeling of being a 
burden, know that we have achieved 


something and more importantly 
knowing that we will do so again 
tomorrow, 


Think about tomorrow. In the age of 
ever increasing technology, employment 
for every adult is going to become 
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About 50 children from a local council 


estate, plus a dozen handicapped 
youngsters from the Southampton area, 
jo ined Toc H for a fortnight’ 


playscheme. Here a youngster discovered 
that the Lymington River can be quite 
cold in August. 


was touring the South West accompanied 
by Miss Alison MacFie. Following a 
District meeting, Tubby suddenly decided 
that he would descend on Totnes Men’s 
Branch while Miss MacFie visited the 
women. Alice Welford phoned through 
Tubby’s instructions that Totnes clergy 
and mayor were to be invited. This 
successful gathering led Tubby to invite 
the Lady Mayor to London for the 
presentation of the Knollys Rose to the 
Lord Mayor of London. Members recall 
their first London Festival attendance 
and their share in the Vigil held in the 
crypt of All Hallows before the bombed 
church was rebuilt. They also recall that 
it was Totnes’ efforts, backed by the 
District Team, that brought the All 
Hallows Flower Scheme into being: even 
now that the Branch has closed, it still 
sends flowers to All Hallows on All Souls 
Day each year in memory of their ‘elder 
brethren’. 


The Totnes Men's Branch closed in July 
last year. 


(Part 1 was in our August issue) 
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increasingly harder to obtain, unless the 
whole nation is prepared to come to 
terms with the silicon chip/computer 
advancements -- made on our behalf and 
hopefully for our benefit. We cannot just 
sit back and moan. Instead we must 
question why these people are made to 
appear second class citizens, when only 
the day before redundancy they were full 
members of society and we were only too 
glad to have them. Until we can accept 
that the unemployed are not loafers, 
happy to exist on whatever the State may 
Or may not be prepared to give as 
financial assistance, then we will be 
Unable to help in a positive manner. 

To be continued 
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The Publications Department at Wendover still have copies of 
ry „ or you can get these from members of the Regional 
have a fuller list of daily intercessions, 


CHRISTMAS 


Personally, I still think Christmas is a 
wonderful and joyous time. I stress ‘still’ 
because some people think Christmas is 
only for children, with Baby Jesus in His 
Crib in a Stable, Father Christmas 
bringing more toys and games for the 
children to play with, school Nativity 
plays and parties — just like a fairy story. 
It still can be wonderful and joyous for 
grown-ups too. 
* % x 
God gave us His Son, Jesus at the first 
Christmas. We read in the Bible that it 
had been known for many years that a 
Messiah was to come. The prophets had 
spoken repeatedly of this, but the people 
did not know exactly how or when the 
Messiah would be born. God used the 
Angel Gabriel to reveal this to Mary, who 
was just an ordinary peasant girl chosen 
by God to be His Sons mother, and 
through Joseph, providing the security of 
a humble carpenter’s home in which He 
was to be brought up. The rough and 
ready shepherds were so thrilled with the 
news that they told everyone they met, 
left their hillside fires and stumbled 
through the night to see Jesus. Then 
finally the Wise Men travelled many miles 
to see and worship Him. All these people 
were obedient when they heard the news; 
none of them questioned Him or refused 
to believe; they did as He commanded. 
Mary submitted willingly to God’s plans 
for her and was prepared to sacrifice her 
reputation rather than to disobey Him. 
She was glad that she had been given the 
great privilege of bearing and caring for 
the Son of God. Think of the Stable or 
cave where Jesus was born, There was no 
spotless, disinfected hospital room for 
Him. Instead He was born in an animal 
shed draughty and dirty by modern 
standards — and a straw filled trough 
was his bed. He knew nothing of quilted 
cradle or nursery cot which parents 
provide for their habies today 
+ 


Some adults just use the Christmas period 
as an excuse for boozy parties, and shops 
cash in from the end of August to 
Christmas Eve. Perhaps I am sounding 
very smug. I, too, have on occasions had 
to stop and consider the true meaning of 
Christmas as I rush from shop to shop, 
post my cards and wrap presents. 

+ * * 
As a Sunday School Teacher, (and I 
expect other Sunday School Teachers will 
agree with me) I love the wonderful 
opportunity to share with the children in 
our care the true meaning of the 
Christmas story and help them to 
appreciate how much God loves us in 
sending the gift of His only Son, Jesus. 

* Ei k 


Christmas can sometime be a sad and 
lonely time for some people: they miss 
friends and relatives who have passed on 
and memories of past happier 
Christmasses spent with them come 
floading back. So perhaps when most of 
us are enjoying a hearty Christmas dinner 
or watching the television we can spare a 
thought for those who entertain and try 
to bring good cheer to people who are in 
hospital, old people’s homes, a neighbour 
next door or down the road and those 
who have nobody at all. 
* * * 

Finally I wish all readers of Point Three 
a very Joyous and Blessed Christmas. 


World 
Chain of 
Light 1981 


The Chain starts this year from ‘The 
Poachers’ Den’ in Lincolnshire at 9 pm 


on 1! December. The following 
publications may be of value to groups 
keeping the vigil: 

Prayer Across the World (40p a dozen) 
Pattern of Devotion (5p each) 
A Birthday Vigil (20p each) 
They are available from: Toc H, 
Publications Department, 1 Forest 
Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP22 6BT. 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be reccived (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) to Point 


Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 


Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Clacton — 6 berth Toc H Caravan, fully 
equipped. Excellent site facilities include pool, 
shops, children’s playground and social centre. 
April/May/June £40 per week, July £45 per 
week, August £55 per week and September 
£40 per week. Full details from Mrs M Burgess, 
6 Upper Park Road, Clacton on Sea, Essex. 
Tel: 0255-29428. SAE please. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs, (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc 1 


parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, 
Bruges, 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 


North Buckinghamshire. For properties in the 
area between £10,000 and £30,000, please 
contact Bonner & Son, Chartered Surveyors, 
12 Market Square, Buckingham. 

Telephone: 028 02 2301. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Noveltics, 
Bradford BDi 3HE. 


Folkestone. We offer you that comfort and 
service vou deserve for your holiday. 
Comfortable rooms fully centrally heated, sódu 
home cooking and good fellowship — were 
Toc H members of course. Groups, retreats, 
seminars, parties of ten or more at special rates, 
Brochure and terms on request. Lil Adams, 
Claremont Private Hotel, Claremont Road, 
Folkestone, Kent. Tel: Folkestone 
(0303) 54897. 


Weymouth — Bed, breakfast and evening mea), 
Open all year including Christmas. Winter 
weekend breaks from £14.50. Wecks from £44, 
Bar, free parking. Coach parties and children 
welcome. Mrs J Cole, Kirtleton House, 21 
Kirtleton Avenue, Weymouth. Telephone: 
0305 785296. 


Conwy, dinner and B & B. Weekends, mid-week 
bookings, idea! for walking, touring, near sea 
and mountains. Terms £50 per weck. Doreen 
and Bill Baxter, Llys Gwilym Guest House, 
3 Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, Conwy, 
N Wales. Telephone: 049 263 2351. 


The Poachers Den 


1982 (West Pinchbeck, nr Spalding, Lincs) 


For the first half of 1982, this new centre offers its facilities over a series of weekends 


with a leader to share his particular skill, interest or hobby. The Den is a self catering 
centre: for these weekends food is provided but participants are expected to share in 
its preparation and in other household chores. You need to bring your own sleeping 
bag, pillowcase, sheets and blankets. Accommodation is shared — two x seven bed 
rooms and one x two bed room. Beds are comfortable, the rooms are carpeted and 
there are hot showers and central heating. The 16 places will be allotted in order of 
application. The charge for each weekend is £10 (except for the Tulip Parade weekend, 
when the £15 charge includes admission charges for the Parade floats). 


Jan 22-24 
Feb 19-21 
Mar 26-28 
Apr 23-25 
May 7-9 
June 11-13 


Quiet Weekend: 

‘Catch up on Crochet’: 

Birds of the Spring Migration: 
Walking the Fens: 

Spalding Tulip Parade: 
Fenland Photography: 


All applications, please, (with a non-returnable £3 deposit) to: 
Stan Noble, The Poachers’ Den, 79 Masterton Road, Stamford, Lincs PE9 1SN. 


Tel No 


APPLICATION FORM 


Leader, Revd Brian Blade 
Leader, Sylvia Skeels 

Leader, Revd Keith Beck 
Leaders, Alan and Nancy Rennie 
Leader, Stan Noble 

Leader, Revd Crispin White 


(enter name of weekend) 


(enter dates) 


If you have any special skill, interest or wish for the weekend — or any special dietary requirements — 


please indicate these. 


Signed 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks IP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


